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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]
Changing Seasons

	TEACHER NAME

Kathy Petrak
	PROGRAM NAME

Hamilton City Schools

	
	[Unit Title]
Ohio History

	NRS EFL 
1 – 3 
	TIME FRAME
 60 minutes


	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	W.1.1, W.2.2, W.3.2
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	S.1.1, S.2.1, S.3.1
	Conventions of Standard English
	L.1.1, L.2.1,  L.3.1

L.1.2, L.2.2,  L.3.2

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	W.2.4, W.3.3

W.1.3, W.2.5, W.3.4
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	L.2.3, L.3.3

	
	Craft and Structure
	
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.


	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)

· Students will write a paragraph of at least five sentences to show the changing seasons in Ohio.


	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS

· Changing Seasons Graphic Organizer 

· Completed paragraph that includes adequate supporting details, content and development to convey the image of the changing seasons in Ohio.

· Completed Self/Peer Checklist 

· Final draft with teacher completed checklist for student’s portfolio 


	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
· Review what learners know about the writing process and the writing standard.  Do they understand their purpose for writing this paragraph?  Do they understand why we will take time to gather details for writing?  
· The graphic organizer will help them organize details and provide a way to organize and present information.  
· The checklists will help students proofread their own writing and assist peers in providing feedback before students write a final draft.


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Place students in small groups.  Provide each group with a “hint bag” of natural objects that represent the changing seasons.  Students could be given plastic baggies to gather their own evidence of the changing seasons if the class has access to a school yard where students can gather plant samples. Good items to include are dried plants, dried seeds, brittle leaves (fall or winter objects), and sprouted seeds, green grass or moss, budding twigs, and flowers (summer or spring objects).

Print a selection of seasonal pictures from Google Images.  Distribute the pictures with the “hint bags.”  If time permits, students could download and print their own seasonal pictures. 

2. Have students work in their small group to sort the objects and pictures into two groups:  winter and spring (or summer and fall or fall and winter) depending on the time of year.

3. Provide students with a copy of Changing Seasons in Ohio graphic organizer.  Have students use the graphic organizer to write details describing each group of objects.  Students can share ideas within their group.

4. Discuss uniting the details with a topic sentence to begin the paragraph.  Have students suggest possible topic sentences and write their suggestions on the board.  Use this discussion as a learning tool to determine the merits of possible topic sentences and eliminate any that are too broad.  

Teacher Note Depending on the level of the students the teacher could choose a topic sentence or suggest a topic sentence and model how to select details from the students’ list to write supporting sentences.  A Language Experience Approach could also be utilized with the students.

5. Review the Writing Benchmarks from the ABE/ASE Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy and Mathematics.  Ask students to determine criteria to create a checklist for self-check and peer review.  Write their suggestions on the board.  How many criteria should be included?  The students could use Ohio’s benchmarks or a sample checklist as reference for criteria to include.  Write the criteria on the board.  Select descriptors for self and peer checklists to copy and distribute to students. 

Teacher Note Using the entire checklist for paragraph writing can be overwhelming for students.  Teachers can select categories from the checklist that correspond to the criteria students selected for self and peer review.  Different assignments can focus on different criteria.  For example if the class has recently studied verb tense, this may be the only grammar area included.  

6. Have students write their paragraphs that begin with a unifying topic sentence and contain descriptive details that describe the changing seasons in Ohio.  One way to provide more practice in topic sentence/descriptive details would be to give peers two colors of pens or pencils - red [topic] and blue [details].  Then when they read a peer’s paragraph, they can underline.  Finally, they can meet with the writer to determine whether they agree.

7. Have students use the class-made checklist to proofread their paragraph.  Students obtain feedback from at least one other student using the class-made checklist.  

8. Students complete the final drafts of their paragraphs.  The checklist can be attached to the final writing to be included in the student’s portfolio.  They can publish their paragraphs and illustrate them with clip art or photos.  Display the paragraphs on the bulletin board or in a class scrapbook. 
	RESOURCES

“Hint bag” of natural objects for each group

Seasonal pictures for each group

Student copies of Changing Seasons in Ohio graphic organizer (attached)

ABE/ASE Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy and Mathematics [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.ohioable.org/files/Standards/FY15%20CCRs-Ohio%20ABE%20ASE%20Standards.pdf
Student copies of Writing Self/Peer Checklist (attached)

Red and blue pens for student use


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Teacher models entire writing process, provide sentence frames for the topic sentence, use of the language experience approach, student input on checklist.  
· Students use a graphic organizer to collect their information.


	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Multiple paragraph writing including an essay with a unifying statement.
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Writing Self /Peer Checklist

 Name _________________________    Peer _________________________       Date _______________
Activity description/ portfolio selection____________________________________________________

Purpose of the writing __________________________________________________________________ 

Intended audience______________________________________________________________________
	Write with coherence (decisions to make before I write)

	_______
	I know my purpose for writing (inform, entertain, explain, remember, learn, persuade, argue).    

	_______
	I know who I am writing this for (myself, my teacher, other students, people outside the classroom).

	_______
	I know what kind of writing I’m doing (informal, formal, narrative, fiction, non-fiction)

	Plan, revise, and rewrite writing

	_______
	I used strategies to get ideas and organize them.  (e.g.; class discussions, brainstorming, webs, rough outline, research, survey)

	_______
	My writing is focused on one topic.  

	_______
	My main idea is supported by details and examples about my topic.

	_______
	My ideas are well organized.

	_______
	I got feedback from one of my classmates and made the changes that were suggested

	_______
	I got feedback from my teacher and made the changes that were suggested

	Grammar, spelling, and sentence structure

	_______
	I used a variety of sentences (simple, compound, complex) in my writing.

	_______
	I used a variety of strong, descriptive words

	_______
	Verb tenses are correct.

	_______
	Subjects and verbs are in agreement.

	_______
	Nouns and pronouns are in agreement.

	_______
	Plurals are correct.

	_______
	Punctuation is correct.

	_______
	Capitalization is correct.

	_______
	Words are spelled correctly.


Main idea / focus:       change 


Topic sentence:


Topic sentence:     





Winter/ old





Spring / new





Concluding sentence:
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